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Youth Citizenship Commission 
by email 

 

Dear Commissioners, 

�5�(�����³�2�O�G���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���P�D�N�H���D���P�D�U�N�"�´���W�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V��consultation on the voting age 

The Votes at 16 Coalition was founded in 2003 to bring together organisations to campaign for the voting age to 
be lowered to 16 for all public elections in the UK. It is our firm belief that the case for lowering the voting age 
�Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�Q�����D�Q�G���K�D�V���R�Q�O�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���V�L�Q�F�H�����:�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V��
consultation on the voting age, and its investigation into youth citizenship more generally. 

Since the founding of the Coalition the case for lowering the voting age to 16 has become even more 
compelling, and support for reform has grown in every quarter. We now have the support of the House of 
Lords, the Welsh Assembly, the Scottish Parliament and Executive, politicians of all levels from all parties, 
local authorities, a wide range of independent inquiries including the POWER Inquiry and the Councillors 
Commission, and of course many thousands of young people and people of all ages. Votes at 16 is a reality in 
Europe and in British waters with Austria, the Isle of Man, Jersey, Guernsey, several German Länder and a 
Swiss Canton all enfranchising 16 and 17 year olds. 

�7�K�H���<�R�X�W�K���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�L�P�H�O�\�����P�D�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���I�L�I�W�K���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���(�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O��
�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Y�Rting age. We strongly believe that the lowering of the voting age to 16 is 
overdue, and while we welcome this new consultation, it must end with action. Too often the large number of 
people who have called for the voting age to be lowered �± including a great many young people �± have had their 
calls met with yet more reviews and consultation. If we are to convince young people that they can make a 
difference and that their views will be listened to, we need this time to act on their demands. We need to lower 
the voting age to 16 in all UK elections. 

I enclose a copy of our recent pamphlet 16 for 16: 16 reasons for Votes at 16 which is a summary of our case 
for lowering �W�K�H���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���D�J�H�����,���K�D�Y�H���F�R�S�L�H�G���E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���&�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���,���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H��
Commission will also accept 16 for 16 as part of our submission. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Ben Rawlings, 
on behalf of the Votes at 16 Coalition 

 

 


